Dopamine partially mediates the cardiovascular effects of naloxone after spinal injury.
Following spinal injury, the opiate antagonist naloxone selectively elevates plasma dopamine levels, with the dopamine changes significantly correlated with improved cardiovascular function. Moreover, the cardiovascular effects of naloxone are significantly attenuated by pretreatment with the dopamine antagonist domperidone. From these data, it is concluded that the cardiovascular effects of naloxone after spinal injury are in part dopamine mediated.